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‘d-act magazine’ is a monthly magazine that portrays the 
actions done by Noam. Noam acts every month. The actions 
are meant to be Design based, done Daily, and Desirable.

“The seventh issue of d-act magazine is about a plastic chair 
that I designed. What I recently realized is that design not only 
can be a solution to the global problems but also be used for 
the banal issues that I encounter in my everyday life. And that 
little issues eventually bounce back to the worldwide scale. 
This is the project that I dealt with the most local and niche 
issue, but at the same time, it is a part of the situation that the 
whole humankind is facing now.”
The words of the publisher
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How did it start?

From January 2019, Zbar(Design Academy Eindhoven’s 
cafeteria) announced that they are going to only use disposable 
tableware and cutleries, due to the low returning rate of regular 
tablewares and cutleries.
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And this decision created an enormous amount of waste. I found 
the situation very problematic. I tried to tackle this issue by the 
method I learned from the school: by designing a critical object.
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How did it develop?

I collected plastic cutleries from the trash bin and built a chair 
out of it using vernacular techniques.
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Such as hammering an aluminum sheet on a ready-existing 
chair to copy its shape, melting plastic cutleries with a heat 
gun on the aluminum surface, connecting that plastic piece to 
a self-made wooden frame using heated plastic cutleries.
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What did it become?

What I created was a plastic chair that provokes the plastic waste 
problem that the school cafeteria is facing in a very tangible way.
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What happened afterward?

When I placed this activist-chair at Zbar, it created a lot of 
meaningful discussion among the school members. I describes 
this phenomenon “an autonomous protest”, starting from my 
belief on a capacity of objects to work as propaganda.
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From Design Academy Eindhoven students’ consistent 
concerns and claims including this project, Zbar eventually 
choose to use regular cutleries and tablewares again instead of 
disposable cutleries and tableware from this April.
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What do I think?

What I wanted to do was not to make a perfect, masterpiece 
chair, but to provide people a tactile experience of the waste 
problem at Zbar by using a chair as a medium. In that sense, I 
think my chair succeeded to communicate what I intended.
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This project is a good example of design activism dealing 
with niche, local problems in a fast, vernacular way. I am 
currently working on a tutorial website that demonstrates 
the manufacturing process of their chair so that it can be 
reproduced by whoever willing to make changes.
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