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‘d-act magazine’ is a monthly magazine that portrays the 
actions done by Noam. Noam acts every month. The actions 
are meant to be Design based, done Daily, and Desirable.

“The fourth issue of d-act magazine is about Queerlet, which is 
a toilet sign and design research tool for gender-neutral toilets.
I believe that design is one of the most effective action to save 
myself. I’m queer, and the binary toilets are an issue for me. 
Considering this, this was the most obvious thing that I could 
do to make my life a bit better.”
The words of the publisher
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Binarism

Binarism is the pervasive social division into opposites: 
male and female, heterosexual and homosexual, white and 
colored, and so on. Gender binarism marks the assumption 
that a person is either a man or a woman. Binarism continues 
to be omnipresent, despite awareness raising about gender 
as a social construct, discussions of intersexuality, and the 
increasing visibility of genderqueer and non binary people. 
Binarism is present in IDs, forms to be completed, gendered 
toilets, in sports teams, medical files and stereotypes. Could 
and should binarism be replaced by different models to 
theorize about sex and gender? Is a spectrum model (in 
which there are “in between” areas between the male/female 
polarities) more acceptable to non binary people? Or should 
thinking in terms of binary and non binary be completely 
rejected and replaced by a radically different model? 
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Archaive: toilet signs and binarism

I documented various types of toilet signs that portray binarism, 
sometimes in a very explicit way, sometimes in a very subtle way.



City hall, Eindhoven

The most representative 
toilet in Eindhoven, and 
obviously it’s binary.



Onomatopee, Eindhoven

Technically it was a gender-
neutral toilet, but their sign 
was still representing two 
people with skirt and pants.



IKEA Hotel, Älmhult

A skirt-wearing person is 
changing a diaper.



IKEA Museum, Älmhult



Design Academy 
Eindhoven, Eindhoven

There are two forms of 
binary present here. Male or 
female? Design Academy 
Eindhoven or not?



Anonymous restaurant, 
Eindhoven

Male or female?
Customer or not?



Wallstreet, Eindhoven

This toilet is gender-neutral 
but class-binary.

80% of Dutch social 
housings are rented out to 
people with incomes no 
higher than €36,165



Van Abbe Museum, 
Eindhoven

Even though it’s been years 
since it became gender-
neutral, there’s still a ghost 
of binarism here. People 
often get confused about 
whether they should enter 
left or right.



Van Abbe Museum, 
Eindhoven

Part of the experiment done 
by Eimear Walshe during  
the Department of Sexual 
Revolution Studies



Museum Ludwig, Cologne

Should we write WC instead 
of having stick figures?

Can it be an alternative?
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Observing gender neutral toilet
at Van Abbe Museum

Sitting in front of the toilet door for hours, I observed and drew 
people entering gender-neutral toilet in Van Abbe Museum.
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Does it matter to have symbols?

When I was doing this research, I was often asked: “Can we 
just write WC instead of symbols?”. But symbols aren’t just 
symbols. They depict power relations in a highly nuanced 
way. Castrating that by merely replacing the symbols with 
text wouldn’t create any constructive discussions about the 
politics of the symbols.

The following project by Visibility 93 successfully provokes 
how politically inconsiderate the creators of the symbols 
were. I discovered possibilities for the binary toilet signs to be 
overthrown in the same way.

https://www.visability93.com/icons/
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“If people with a disability–obvious or not–want a symbol that 
represents them, they should have it.”

“The original wheelchair symbol was designed by Danish 
designer Susanne Koefoed when she was a student in 1968. 
The fact is, 93-95% of people with disabilities are not wheelchair 
users. So, the vast majority of those contending with less visible 
impairments also have to deal with a lack of understanding.

When using disabled car parking spaces, public toilets, or 
priority seating, people who don’t instantly appear to be disabled 
are often mistaken as able-bodied. This can lead to their right to 
use these facilities being challenged, and their access denied.
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We’re asking the question – does the wheelchair symbol need 
a review? We’re not suggesting we have the answer. Part of 
our role as advertisers, designers, provocateurs is to spark 
conversations, ideas and debate. 

Visability93 is in essence a crowdsource design competition, 
in partnership with Invisible Disability Project (based out of 
San Diego). Our intent is to encourage the design community 
to participate in the debate, to bring attention to the issues 
and hopefully prompt action. We have created 29 new icons 
representing some of the most common invisible disabilities. Our 
hope is that the set of icons will evolve and grow as people start 
to use them, design their own and contribute to the debate.”



29

Queerlet

A blue man in pants and red woman in a skirt, these are the 
most typical human figures that are in the toilet signs around us.

That gender-binary standard excludes numerous people such 
as LGBTQIAP+. Therefore, gender-neutral toilets emerged as a 
social movement, and we’re in need of new toilet signs for it.
Queerlet is a toilet sign that enables users to draw their own 
human figures based on their gender identity. The toilet sign 
itself only has a vague silhouette of a human to let the user fill 
and specify it as they want. It can be erased and drawn over 
and over with a board marker.

It’s currently being used in several local public toilets.



Queerlet



Queerlet



Queerlet
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What’s next?

I eventually used Queerlets as a tool for research about gender 
and toilet. The next issue of d-act magazine is going to be 
about the speculative design project that I carried out based on 
that research to overthrow binarism of toilet environment.
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Credit

5 QUEER GLOSSARY, Van Abbe Museum 26-28 Visibility 93

https://vanabbemuseum.nl/en/collection/queering/archive/
https://www.visability93.com/icons/
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