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‘d-act magazine’ is a monthly magazine that portrays the 
actions done by Noam. Noam acts every month. The actions 
are meant to be Design based, done Daily, and Desirable.

“The sixth issue of d-act magazine is made as a brochure of 
the exhibition that will take place in 3016 at Seoul National 
Museum of History honoring the 1000th anniversary of the 
publication of “Kim Ji-Young born 1982”.

Archaeology is a study of understanding the past through 
designed things. I wanted to make a critique on patriarchy 
in current Korean society by borrowing the perspective of an 
archaeologist from the far future. And “Kim Ji-Young born 
1982” was an artifact for that archaeological view coming 
across my mind. It is a feminist novel that depicted how sexist 
Korean society was in 2016. I speculated a story around the 
iconic novel and contextualized into an exhibition.”
The words of the publisher
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Close your eyes 
and open it. Now 
you’re in 3016, 
at Seoul National 
Museum of History!
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Special exhibition honoring the 1000th anniversary 
of the publication of “Kim Ji-Young born 1982”, 
Seoul National Museum of History, October 14, 3016



“I asked my husband whether has he 
ever regretted to marry, and he replied 
‘never’. And I was very angry to hear it, 
because I regret a lot to be in the system 
of ‘marriage’ because It forces women to 
sacrifice a lot. I thought the conservative 
culture makes a lot of women suffer.”

“Marriage changes nothing for men, but 
everything for women. I feel frustrated that 
my husband can only focus on work, while 
I’m struggling between my job and child”

Sooyeon Park, 33 years old in 2016



“It’s not my individual issue, but a social 
pressure. The stereotype that men should 
work outside, and women should work at 
home suffocates me. My husband argues 
that he is the most homely person to his 
colleagues, even though it doesn’t make 
sense to me.”

“I feel like I’m not being treated as a val-
uable being. No matter how hard I work, 
, it doesn’t feel like an achievement and 
it’s not fulfilling. I’m losing my dignity and 
getting depressed.”

Sunjeong Choi, 34 years old in 2016
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There was an era 
of sexism also in 
South Korea.



The lack of female candidates in the local elections, 2016
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“Kim Ji-Young born 
1982” is the histor-
ical material that 
shows how sexist 
South Korea was in 
2016 most explicitly.



“Kim Ji-young Born 1982”, 
novel by Cho Nam-joo, 
2016
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The novel, written by 
a retired screenwriter, 
depicts how patriarchy 
destroys the life of the 
most ordinary woman 
who was born in 1982.



An anti-feminist blogger 
humiliating the novel
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There was a huge controversy 
between the group of people 
who shared a similar experi-
ence with the protagonist and 
those who didn’t agree on the 
novel’s perspective.

That brought great popularity 
to the novel, and eventually, 
the novel became a best seller.



“Kim Ji-young Born 1982” 
displayed in a bookstore, 2016



The Ministry of Education,
an announcement that “Kim Ji-Young 
born 1982” will be used in the high 
school literature textbook, 2027
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When this novel was select-
ed for the literature textbook 
in 2027, the Green Party of 
South Korea built a monumen-
tal bookshelf at the center of 
Seoul to celebrate that.



Bookshelf monument to support the 
decision of the Ministry of Education 
built by Green Party Korea, 2027
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In reaction to this, many of the 
anti-feminism groups also built 
bookshelf monuments to argue 
against this decision.



Anti-feminism group’s 
bookshelf monument, 
2027
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Soon, many different groups with 
different views on feminism and 
“Kim Ji-Young born 1982” built their 
own versions of the monumental 
bookshelves all around Seoul.



Trans-exclusionary 
feminist group’s 
bookshelf monument, 
2027
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The competitive constructions were 
like that of Moai statues in Easter Is-
land. When the bookshelf-construc-
tion-fever was at its peak, it was hard 
to find a street without the bookshelf 
monuments in Seoul.



A map that suggests 
how widespread/
diverse the bookshelf 
monuments were, 2027
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However, most of those monuments are 
gone now. As Korean society gradual-
ly achieve gender equality, anti-femi-
nist groups lost their footing, and their 
bookshelves disappeared first, and the 
other bookshelves disappeared accord-
ingly. Only a few pieces of the book-
shelves are still remaining.
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As a part of the special exhibition hon-
oring the 1000th anniversary of the pub-
lication of “Kim Ji-Young born 1982”, 
Seoul National Museum of History ex-
hibits restored scale-models of the book-
shelves and some original parts of it. By 
doing so, we want to commemorate the 
people from the early 21st century who 
suffered from sexism and honor those 
who fought against it.



Overview of the exhibition



Scale-models of the 
bookshelf monuments



A few remaining pieces of 
the bookshelf monuments



A visitor curiously looking 
at the scale models



32

Issue No.5
2019 Feb

Queerlet 2200

Issue No.1
2018 Sep
#metoo and the 
secondary victimization

Issue No.4
2019 Jan
Queerlet 2019

Issue No.2
2018 Oct&Nov
Made in Egalia

Issue No.5
2019 Feb
Queerlet 2200

Issue No.3
2018 Dec
Karoshi

Issue No.6
2019 Mar
Who made this feminist 
indie novel a bestseller?

Issue No.3
2018 Dec

Karoshi

Issue No.6
2019 Mar


