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‘d-act magazine’ is a monthly magazine that portrays the 
actions done by Noam. Noam acts every month. The actions 
are meant to be Design based, done Daily, and Desirable.

“The 8th issue of d-act magazine is a documentation of my 
single day when I struggled to do something against the 
demonstration of an extreme-right, islamophobic group 
PEGIDA. There was only one day remaining before the protest 
when I was informed about it. And due to that constraint, what 
I did might not be the most considerate thing that is designed 
with profound research. I’m not publishing this with pride, but as 
a reflection of what I’ve learned from the happenings. I believe 
that the discussions that can be derived from this will help us to 
react in a better way if anything similar happens again.”
The words of the publisher
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May 25th, 8 PM

I saw a facebook post about a demonstration by an extreme-
right, islamophobic group PEGIDA that was planned next 
evening. They were planning a march along Kruisstraat, a street 
in Eindhoven where a lot of migrants, especially Muslims live, 
to a mosque that was at the end of the street. I thought I had 
to do something against it but was not sure what to do. I was 
assuming something to be organized in the student facebook 
group and observing how it goes.
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May 26th, 12 AM

There were a lot of discussions in the facebook group, but 
there was not any concrete plan yet. I was also trying to 
come up with what I can do, but it was not constructive at all 
since I know so little about the religious, political complexities 
around the situation. All I could make was a statement of 
solidarity as an individual.
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May 26th, 12:00–12:30 AM

Therefore I started to design something to show that I support 
Muslims in Kruisstraat. First of all, I begin to question whether 
it should be written in English or Dutch. Then I had an idea of 
using Emojis, a universal language that can communicate to 
both English speaking audience and Dutch-speaking audience. 
I googled “solidarity emoji” and it showed ✊ Raised Fist emoji 
that is often being used as a symbol for resistance or defiance. 
I put that next to the ☪ Star and Crescent emoji that means 
Islam. “✊☪” seemed like a very concise but straightforward 
symbol to show my support. I made it into a stencil, and 
shared the vector file in the design academy student facebook 
group, then went to bed, planning to stencil those in the street 
before the demonstration next day.
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May 26th, 11 AM

In the morning, I noticed some remarks of concern.
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I became aware of that I overlooked the ambiguity of emoji. For 
me, who had an idea of solidarity with Muslims, the symbols 
were obvious to understand, but it could be misunderstood in 
many different ways to the others. By realizing that, I changed 
my mind to replace the emojis with a clearly written sentence.
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May 26th, 3 PM

I bought a pack of colored papers from HEMA. Then started 
to think about the slogans that can be printed on it. It took 
more than a few hours to come up with a politically correct 
statement, that doesn’t commit an offense by an ignorance.

The followings are the questions that I had to consider.



19

“Who am I speaking to? Muslims in Kruissraat? Islamophobic 
protesters? Everyone in Eindhoven?”

“Should I mention what am I opposed to(Islamophobic 
protesters) in the statement?”

“Should I state myself as a speaker?”

“How critical should the statement be?”
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Eventually, I decided to make two statements, firstly, about 
what I believe in as a person, then about what I want to tell 
the Islamophobic protesters.
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“I support the right of everyone in 
Eindhoven to be emancipated.”

“Islamophobia is not freedom.”
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May 26th, 5 PM

Before the demonstration that was scheduled at 7 PM, I went 
to Kruisstraat in advance to post the posters. There were 
already a number of police officers on the street. There was 
insecurity when I was starting posting alone in the street. 
People who were driving or cycling along the road stopped 
by where I was posting to read. I couldn’t tell whether they 
support my statement, and I didn’t have any anonymity to hide 
behind. I was feeling very complicated to physically confront 
the others in an open public space, especially as a minority 
human being in the Netherlands that is as vulnerable as those 
who I’m trying to support. But after posting a few posters, I 
became more steady and confident.
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After putting around ten posters, I was resisted by the police 
officers. There was not a reasonable explanation of the reason 
it is prohibited. They asked for my identity and phone number, 
then informed me that I have to make sure that I will remove the 
posters the next day. Later I heard from a friend who tried to do 
the same thing that she had to remove most of the posters that 
she put up. I went back home before the protesters came.
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May 26th, 8 PM

Later I saw the news that there were physical frictions between 
the Islamophobic protesters and Muslims, and the protesters 
couldn’t make their way to the mosque.

https://www.gelderlander.nl/eindhoven/teruglezen-grimmige-sfeer-bij-pegida-demonstratie-tegendemonstranten-gooien-met-stenen-naar-politie~aa70bec9/?fbclid=IwAR37paXbXMsvwjiqH6VpmIhJeTprRf4QsZNCZ0le5OAwaOXhtkEA-HB3qpo
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May 27th, 9 AM

I went to the street again next morning to collect the posters. 
I was curious if there were some traces of the conflict on my 
posters. The rain smudged the posters, and some edges were 
taken off by the wind.
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Aftermath

• Was it right to leave before the demonstration? Leaving 
those who had to confront a physical threat behind?

• I learned that I have a huge limitation as a non-dutch-
speaking person to be politically active in the Netherlands.

• I realized that I was living in a bubble that is detached from 
the locals. I believe Design Academy Eindhoven is one of 
the most politically progressive schools in Europe that have 
their own ecosystem but not related to the city itself. Most 
of the time, I appreciate that and feel more secure in it, 
but sometimes we’re feeling collective helplessness to see 
something horrible happening over that bubble.

• From what I learned from this situation, I wish I can make 
a political action more collectively, with more time and 
consideration, less panicking in case the same situation 
happens in Eindhoven.
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